
Clarice Rose Trotchie. (b. 1942) 
       By Jackie Trochie (Trottier) 
 
Clarice Rose Trotchie was born in Fort Belknap, Montana, on June 6, 1942, to George Trotchie 
(Trottier) and Mary Louise Briere (Bruyere).  As a girl, she was told she had been named after her 
Aunt Clara Naples.  Therefore, she assumed her name was Clara.  She never did use her birth 
name, but instead went by the names, Clara and “Haha,” a nickname her brother, Joseph aka 
“Chic” gave her since he couldn’t pronounce her name.  
       The Trotchies moved to Helena in the 1950s where Clara attended St. Mary’s Elementary 
and in 1962, she graduated from Helena Senior High.  She immediately went to work for Blue 
Cross Blue Shield, but decided she could earn more money working with the family out in the 
hay fields in Townsend, Montana bucking bales onto stone boats.  Clara put several of the male 
employees to shame because she could throw a 65-70 pound bale seven feet high. Clara attended 
the School of Business in Spokane, Washington and Dartmouth College in New Hampshire, 
where she studied construction and business.  Later she attended Eastern Idaho Technical College 
in Idaho Falls, where she studied construction management. 
       At 23, Clara married Vaughn Anderson, a farmer from Shelley, Idaho where she worked all 
winter running a snow plow to raise enough money to take her sister to Hawaii, but the night 
before they were to leave, her husband used her savings to buy a semi-truck to haul hay to 
Montana until each of them filed for a homestead of 160 acres.  They later sold land and moved 
to work in Washington and Alaska, but when a flood wiped out the small town of Rigby in Idaho, 
the two moved back and built a home in Roberts, Idaho. 
       Being a farmer, Vaughn bought some calves and started working for other farmers while 
Clara started a business called Arrowhead Construction (her daughter owns Eagle Feather 
Construction).  Soon, she developed a multi-million dollar operation and her husband quickly 
joined her in doing the labor while she did the bids and office work.  Both were equipment 
operators, and they raised her daughter and son on the equipment too, and now the children have 
their own businesses.  Clara passed away at her home in Idaho Falls on October 4, 2014. 
 
 

 
 



 
 



 
 

 


